[Impact of malaria on HIV infection].
Malaria and HIV are two major public health issues, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. HIV infection increases the incidence of clinical malaria, inversely correlated with the degree of immunodepression. The effect of malaria on HIV infection is not as well established. Malaria, when fever and parasitemia are high, may be associated with transient increases in HIV viral load. The effect of subclinical malaria on HIV viral load is uncertain. During pregnancy, placental malaria is associated with higher plasma and placental HIV viral loads, independently of the severity of immunodeficiency. However, the clinical impact of these transient increases of HIV viral load remains unknown. Although some data suggests that malaria might enhance sexual and mother-to-child transmissions, no clinical study has confirmed this. Nevertheless pregnant women and children with malaria-induced anemia are also exposed to HIV through blood transfusions. Integrated HIV and malaria control programs in the regions where both infections overlap are necessary.